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Considering the Grange
KATHLEEN CALDWELL

Everyone knows that Maine has
a rich farming tradition—even if it
involved terrain that heaved up rocks
every spring. This made for scenic
New England fences and substantial
barn foundations but was not friendly
to plows. When large-scale corporate
farming in the Midwest arrived, along
ZLWKPRGHUQWUDQVSRUWDWLRQ ¿UVWWKH
transcontinental rail system, followed
by trucking and air transport), smallscale and subsistence farming in Maine
took a downturn. But the story doesn’t
end there. As we know, the only constant is change. Peak oil prices are upon
us, more and more young people are
searching for simpler, more meaningful
lives outside of “Suburbistan,” and the
cycles continue.
 7KH*UDQJHRI¿FLDOO\NQRZQDV
The National Grange of the Order of
Patrons of Husbandry, was founded in
1867. After the Civil War, President
Johnson sent Minnesota farmer Oliver
Hudson Kelley, then serving as clerk
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
to the South and East to survey the
state of agriculture. While carrying out
this assignment, Kelley developed the
vision for an organization that would
help farmers band together and advance
their interests. Based on this vision,
Kelley and six other founders created
the Grange, a word derived from the
Latin for grain and related to “granary”
or “farm.” Another Grange historian
claims the word refers to those parts
of English estates set apart as working
IDUPV7KH¿UVWORFDO*UDQJHZDV3R-

tomac Grange #1 in Washington, D.C.,
which still exists.
Another interesting detail: Caroline
Hall, niece of Kelley, was instrumental
in the early development of the Grange
and is credited with convincing the
seven male founders that women
should be allowed membership, havLQJHTXDOVWDQGLQJ)RUWKH¿UVWWLPH
a national “fraternal” order accepted

women as equal members. Instrumental
to the organization’s early successes
and growth, Hall kept its records, conducted correspondence, and performed
other essential organizational tasks as
her uncle’s “assistant.” Belatedly, in
1892, the National Grange recognized
Hall as an “equal” Founder, bringing
the total to eight.
(Continued on page 2)

A Grange poster from 1873 by J. Hale Powers.
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The Grange
Grange membership peaked between 1890 and 1960, claiming a million members. The Grange advocated
for farmers in Washington, as well as at
the state level. Although, in retrospect,
the Grange fought many losing causes,
they maintained a presence in Washington and state capitals on a broad
range of issues arising from the shift
of economic and political power from
rural to urban interests. The birth of the
Cooperative Extension Service and the
Farm Credit System were largely due to
Grange lobbying. The Grangers won a
VLJQL¿FDQWFRXUWFDVHLQGHFODULQJ
the government’s authority to regulate
the rates of railroad-owned grain elevators. Following the lead of its female
members, the Grange played a role in
the temperance movement, as well as
women’s suffrage, as those two issues
became closely linked at the national
level. (Susan B. Anthony’s last public
appearance was at the National Grange
Convention in 1903.)
On the state level, the Grange
advocated for such causes as more uniform textbooks in the public schools,
the abolition of the district school system, and increases in funding for the
State College of Agriculture in Orono.
The Grange fought against moving
the state capital to Portland and built
Grange Halls in rural communities
which became gathering places for
weekly pot luck suppers, “lectures”
(which included musical programs,
plays, and other forms of entertainment), as well as business meetings
and Grange rituals. The local Granges
focused on family activities, accepting
teens as full members. Women began
to set up Junior Granges for younger
children. By 1900, Maine boasted 356
Subordinate (local) Granges—a period
when New England was referred to as
the “Gibraltar of the Grange.”
Membership has declined as the
percentage of American farmers has

fallen from a third of the population
in the early twentieth century to less
than two percent today. By 2005, the
Grange’s national membership had
dropped to 300,000, with organizations in 3,600 communities in 37 states,
down from a million members in the
late 1800’s and early 1900’s.
In Brooksville, the Grange has
mirrored the rise and decline of the national organization. North Brooksville’s
Rainbow Grange was founded in1876.
The Rosier Grange was founded in
1933. They merged in 1994 when their
memberships were waning and upkeep
of the substantial building in North
Brooksville (now Bill Jagger’s carpentry shop) became too burdensome. The
current Rosier Rainbow Grange Hall
was built on land donated by Lillian
Bakeman around 1940.
Those who knew the Grange in
its heyday still believe in its value and
foresee the possibility of resurgence.
Jane Clifford, whose son Oakly is currently the Master of the Rosier Rain-

The Grange Hall on Cape Rosier.

bow Grange, holds many fond memories of Grange life over the years. Jane
¿UVWMRLQHGWKH5RVLHU*UDQJHZKHQVKH
was in high school in the mid-1950’s
and was active for several years before
KHUFKLOGUHQZHUHERUQ6KHUHMRLQHG
again after the children were grown.
When asked about her favorite memories of the Grange, she says, “Just being
with other people and meeting people;
you could go anywhere—to Georgia,
anywhere—and meet Grangers there.”
She remembers many suppers and programs and especially the music. “Ernest
Gray had the best voice, and he sang
lots of funny songs, like There’s a
Hole in the Bucket.” For many years,
while Lew Black was Master, he led a
band that included Paul and Sandy Venno and others. They played for dances.
The New Year’s Eve dance—which
continued into the 1980’s—became
a memorable annual event for many
years. Sometimes during the weekly
meeting break, they played games.
Jane recalls a blind man, Wales Gray,
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ZKRHQMR\HGWRVVLQJEHDQEDJV2QFH
he located the position of the board and
its holes with his cane, he could toss as
accurately as anyone. “Of course, we
had a lot of members when Lew was
Master because he had a way of conYLQFLQJSHRSOHWRMRLQ´
Janice Cross is one of the newest members of the Rosier Rainbow
Grange. Although she has been a
member only since April 2011, she is
already the organization’s secretary and
DPDMRURUJDQL]HURIVHYHUDOHYHQWV
including the recent fall craft fair. She
has pushed the organization’s public
relations into the tech age by creating a
Facebook page, where she posts regularly. Janice believes that the Grange
can grow again if it is willing to change
with the times. She is interested in redeveloping a closer connection with the
6WDWH*UDQJHDQGMRLQLQJLQZLWKVRPH
RIWKHLUFXUUHQWSURMHFWVVXFKDVWKHLU
penny drive to support the “House in
the Woods Military and Family Retreat
Program.” Janice would like to see the
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local Grange increase its level of community service work.
The local Grange has held several
fundraising events in recent years and
completed several repairs to the Hall.
They would like to raise enough money
to help a family if they lost their home
or suffered a medical emergency.
Although Jane Clifford admits that
no current members are really farmers
(her vegetable garden is planted in a
boat), she can offer some good growing tips: Use a spoonful of Epsom salts
in a gallon or two of water on tomato
plants. Use ground-up eggshells in water to keep the deer away. She claims
that her late husband Percy believed
in keeping manure away from the
potato patch, as it caused scabs. But
Jane disputes this wisdom; she thinks
scabby but meatier potatoes raised with
a healthy dose of manure are better.
Although his parents and grandparents
aren’t really farmers, Jane’s grandson
young Percy entered his maple syrup, a
dozen eggs and a 12-pound zucchini at

Getting ready for the Harborside Fourth of July Parade, 2011.

the Blue Hill Fair this year. The giant
zucchini earned him a red ribbon. (The
blue ribbon winner weighed in at 14
pounds.)
So where could the Grange go
from here? Although founded many
decades ago and steeped in rituals that
may no longer speak to people today,
the basic values and activities of the
Grange are timeless. The Grange offers a community gathering place—of
which there are too few remaining.
The Grange’s interests coincide with
many popular policy issues of the day.
For example, the State and National
Granges are advocating for relaxed
regulations on direct farm-to-neighbor
marketing—the same issue that food
co-ops, organic farmers, farmers markets, local communities, and the state
legislature are attempting to address.
The Weekly Packet reported recently
WKDWRYHUQHZPHPEHUVMRLQHGZKHQ
North Blue Hill’s Halcyon Grange
passed a resolution in support of the
local food sovereignty ordinance.
Even so, the survival of the Grange
remains an open question. Understandably, many long-time members feel a
strong attachment to the Grange’s “old
ways.” But will the Grange be required
to adapt and change in order to attract
younger members? I’m reminded of
Colin Woodard’s conclusions in The
Lobster Coast: “I don’t know whether
one can ‘save’ Maine’s land, sea, and
culture from the forces that are dismantling it. I know that things change—
places, people, ecosystems—and that
adaption has been the hallmark of
success since the universe was born...
What worries me about today’s crises
is their fearsome combination of speed
DQGLQWHQVLW\$¿VKLQJKDPOHWLVWUDQVformed into a retirement colony so fast
that the newcomers never even realize
what was there and what has been lost.”
(Continued on page 7)
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A Christmas Wreath from Brooksville
When I was a child, we always had
a balsam Christmas wreath hanging
on our bright red front door for the
holidays. I loved its smell and natural
beauty. In New Jersey, I recall going to
a parking lot somewhere in town and
picking one off a rack of many wreaths.
I don’t remember one ever arriving in
a box. Some wreaths had big fancy red
ribbons, small berries, and long pine
cones in clusters. My parents preferred
WKHRQHZLWKMXVWDSODLQUHGULEERQVR
that’s what we got.
When returning to the family home
IRU&KULVWPDVEHFDPHGLI¿FXOW,ZDQWed a wreath on my own door. Perhaps
it was when I lived in Colorado or New
Mexico that an LL Bean box arrived,
as a gift from my eastern relatives. And
again the scent of balsam and the deep,
ULFKJUHHQRIWKHEUDQFKHVFRQMXUHGXS
memories of Christmases past.
After my husband and I moved
to Maine in 1977, we began sending
Maine wreaths to my relatives who
lived out of state. Sending these Mainemade products for Christmas to Florida,
Maryland, and New York City has
remained a fun tradition for us.
For many decades, several of our
ORFDO%URRNVYLOOHUHVLGHQWVKDYHMRLQHG
in this natural resource industry, like
the late Peggy Ladd, Laura Bates, and
Laura Wentworth, who went brushing
and turned out wreaths, making them
for the Farm and Garden Organization.
When Conrad Rupert, originally from
New York, came to the Blue Hill area,
he started collecting wreaths from
individual wreath makers and shipping
them out of state. In 1972, in the
Bangor Daily News, Rupert claimed
WKDWLQ¿YHZHHNVKHJURVVHGEHWZHHQ
$60,000 to $75,000 from sales of
wreaths. At that time, women averaged
$2 an hour making wreaths. Before
Rupert, Don Westcott loaded a truck
with wreaths and drove south, staying
away until he sold them all. Who

knows, maybe some of those made
their way to New Jersey.
Today, industrious Mainers
make over a million wreaths for the
holidays. In 1992, Morrill Worcester,
of the Worcester Wreath Company of
Harrington, Maine, brought Mainemade wreaths into the limelight by
donating 5,000 wreaths to be placed
on veterans’ gravesites in Arlington
National Cemetery. This tradition,
now called Wreaths Across America,
has continued and spread to other
cemeteries, honoring their fallen
veterans.
No matter where the wreath is
made in Maine, the basic process of
creating this Advent symbol remains
the same. This season, I was lucky
enough to receive some experienced
instruction on the actual making of the
wreaths. To get started, you need to
go “brushing” or “tipping” to obtain
EDOVDP¿UEUDQFKHV7KLVFDQEHKHDY\
work, lugging the burlap sacks of cut
tips, especially in rain or snow. Back at
the workshop, for equipment you need
a round metal frame (anywhere from 8”
to 24” for standard sizes),
clippers, and a spool of
green metal wire. You
begin by attaching the
wire to the metal circle,
then, make a small brush
or clump of branches,
which you place onto
the metal rim and wire
it tightly. This part takes
strength in hands and
arms. To make a double
ZUHDWK\RXÀLSWKHPHWDO
rim over and apply another
bunch on the other side.
And back and forth you
go, wrapping tightly,
but not pulling too hard
to snap the wire. In a
relatively short time, a
wreath begins to appear.

Fast, experienced wreath makers
produce six in an hour; some do four.
0\¿UVWZUHDWKWRRNDOPRVWDQKRXU
but I was interrupted with instruction,
mind you. My teacher gently guided
me towards perfection—well, almost—
and the red ribbon covered any blatant
mistakes.
With fatigued wrists and pine tarblackened hands, which smelled good
to me, I proudly displayed my balsam
wreath. I learned that you can get the
tar off your hands with peanut butter.
I also learned how to make a balsam
garland for future endeavors. Pat Farr
told me how she collects the “spills”
or “sprills,” the individual fallen
needles, to make small stuffed animals
or scented pillows. Come to think of
it, when I was a child, I loved to go to
bed at night with a scented pillow from
Maine right next to my nose.
So Happy Holidays to you all and
may your Christmas wreath bring you
and your family many moments of
PHPRULHVDQGMR\
Joan MacCracken, Breeze editor
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Let’s Get Going and Learn Those ABC’s
EMMA WEED & CAMMIE LEPPER

with Mr. Carter during their physical
education class, the students, Alyssa
Pert, Maranda Pert, and Breton Lebel,
hiked over the trails. Breton’s favorite
hike was “going around Fresh Pond.”
Other than the obvious fact stated
by one of the three kindergarteners, Alyssa Ladd,
“ ’Cause he [Mr. Carter]
knows it’s good for our
bodies,” Mrs. Cammie Lepper, kindergarten teacher,
said that it is a great way to
combine physical education
and literacy.
About the literacy
SDUWWKHSURMHFWZDVWR
make an ABC book and
self-publish it. “We always
brought letters!” said Alyssa.
And what are the letters for? “The letters were
for the ABC book to help
them learn the alphabet.
We would put the letter R
next to a rock and take a
picture,” Mrs. Lepper explained, as I sat with her on
Alyssa Ladd, Maranda Pert, Mrs.Cammie Lepper,
the miniature wooden chairs
and Breton Lebel prepare for their hike in Holbrook in the Pre-K and K room.
Island Sanctuary.
From September 12 to November
15, the kindergarteners of Brooksville
Elementary School hiked all ten miles
of the trails at Holbrook Island Sanctuary. When did they have time for this in
their busy day? Every Monday morning

Some good lessons were learned on
these hikes. “I learned not to run on the
hikes that were quite steep. Don’t run
[on the trails] or you’ll slip…I liked every hike, especially Goose Falls. Every
kid should get to hike at Holbrook Island Sanctuary,” Maranda beamed. The
three kindergarteners hosted a breakfast
WREHQH¿W+ROEURRN,VODQG6DQFWXDU\
and earned $517.39!
Mrs. Lepper had a very deep view
of things, “My thinking was that kids
QHHGWRJHWRXWVLGHHQMR\QDWXUHXVH
the resources that we have, and combine reading and phys ed. The kids will
earn t-shirts that say ‘I hiked all the
trails at Holbrook Island Sanctuary.’ I
would personally like to say what an
LQFUHGLEOHMRE3KLO)DUUGLGFUHDWLQJ
the trails and how lucky we are to have
them in town. We hope to have a copy
of our book at the town library next
month.”
As you can tell, the kindergarteners
ZRUNHGYHU\KDUGRQWKLVSURMHFW$WWKH
school’s Thanksgiving lunch, the tshirts were awarded and the check was
given to Holbrook Island Sanctuary.
Alyssa, Breton, and Maranda learned a
lot about community service, literacy,
DQGSK\VLFDOH[HUFLVHMXVWDV0UV/HSper had expected.
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Activities
Brooksville Elementary School
Winter Concert: Dec. 20, 6:30 pm, BES
J\P&RPPXQLW\%UHDNIDVWVSRQVRUHG
E\JUDGHVWREHQH¿WWKH%URRNVYLOOH
Fire Department: Jan. 7, 2012, 7– 9:30
DP%(6JP&RPPXQLW\)RUXP
on middle school Grand Canyon trip
SURSRVDO-DQSP%DVNHW
ball schedule and other events are listed
on the BES website: www.brooksYLOOHVFKRRORUJ,QIR
Brooksville Free Public Library
+RXUVVHHER[WRULJKW3UHVFKRRO
6WRU\+RXU0RQGD\VDP%RRN
*URXSQG0RQGD\DP5HDGHUV¶
&DIHUG6DW±DP$IWHU6FKRRO
Reading Program: Mondays, 2:30–3:15
SP,QIRRUZZZEURRNV
villelibrary.org.
Brooksville Historical Society
Meets every second Wed. of the month
at 7 pm at the Town House. All are welFRPH,QIRRUGHQLVKE#
myfairpoint.net.
Neighborcare
Neighbors helping neighbors.Volunteers provide free health-related services, respite, transportation, errands,
etc. Call for assistance or to volunteer
at 326-4735.
Get Strong, Get Healthy
&RPHMRLQXVIRUH[HUFLVHDWWKH&RPPXQLW\&HQWHU0RQ:HG )UL
±DPSHUFODVV ¿UVWRQH
IUHH /HDGHU6\OYLD:LOGHU,QIR
326-4801.
Majabigwaduce Chapter DAR
meets on the 2nd Monday of each
month (except Jan. & Feb.), 6:30–8 pm,
%URRNVYLOOH7RZQ+RXVH$OOZRPHQ
\UVDQGROGHUZHOFRPH,QIR
RUKRWFKNLVV#PLGFRDVWFRP
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West Brooksville
Congregational Church, UCC
invites one and all—and especially
families of all ages--to share our family
Advent worship on Sun., Dec. 18, at
10 am. This will include a Christmas
pageant with many familiar carols, as
well as special music with Mike and
6XVLH)D\&KULVWPDV(YHFDQGOHOLJKW
service of lessons and carols on Sat.,
Dec. 24, at 7 pm. In addition to Carley
Ferden’s spirited accompaniment on the
organ, local musicians Bill Gawley and
the Merrill family will provide special
music. All are welcome!! There will
be no regular worship service on Sun.,
'HF6XQGD\6FKRRO±DP
directed by Joyce Slater and Traci AstEXU\6XQGD\ZRUVKLSVHUYLFHDP
5HY$OOHQ0\HUV,QIR
Brooksville United
Methodist Church
Buck’s Harbor Sanctuary
Special Christmas Eve service with a
tree for the kids to decorate, candles,
and lots of carols begins at 6 pm at our
Bucks Harbor sanctuary. Bring nonperishable food items for the Tree of
Life Pantry. This sanctuary will be open
and heated between 9 am and 12 noon
on Christmas morning for those who
would like to spend a quiet moment of
contemplation without any organized
SURJUDP:RUVKLSVHUYLFH6XQGD\V
DP5HY'DYLG9DQGLYHU,QIR
RUGDYLG#PDLQHO\ZLUHG
com.
Reversing Falls Sanctuary
8th Annual Cookie Walk: Sat., Dec. 17,
±DP$GYHQW6SLUDO6XQ'HF
SP%DJDGXFH5G1R%URRNVYLOOH,QIR
Brooksville Yoga
Unique combination of yoga and YaPXQD%DOO5ROOLQJ)DOOZLQWHUFODVVHV
:HGDP%ODFN%HDU5G
Alison Chase, 326-4205.

Brooksville Community Center
Call for information about events or
UHQWDOV%HWV\-RQHV
Brooksville Friends and Neighbors
Meets 1st Wed. of every month, 6:30–8
SP7RZQ+RXVH,QIR
End of the Year Labyrinth Walk
Endings and Beginnings: Fri., Dec. 30,
10 am–noon. Inside or outside. Snow,
UDLQRUVKLQH$OLFH¶V)LHOGDW'UXU\
/DQH%URRNVYLOOH,QIR GLUHFWLRQV
&KULV DIWHU RU
 XQWLO 

7R/LVW<RXU(YHQW
Call or e-mail information two weeks before
Sept. 1, Dec.1, March 1 & June 1 to:
Joan MacCracken, 326-0916
joanmacc@aol.com
7RZQ2IÀFH
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Selectman
Town Clerk
Treasurer
Tax Collector

326-4518
9 am–2 pm
9 am–2 pm
6 pm–8 pm
John Gray
Richard Bakeman
Darrell Fowler
Amber Bakeman
Freida Peasley
Yvonne Redman

Burn Permits at Fire Station
Thursdays from 7–8 pm
Harbormasterr Sarah Cox 326-9622
Library
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday

326-4560
9 am–5 pm
9 am–5 pm
6 pm–8 pm
9 am–12 noon

3RVW2IÀFH:LQGRZ
Mon.–Fri.
9 am–12 noon
1 pm–4 pm
Saturday
8:30–10:30 am
3RVW2IÀFH/REE\
Mon.–Fri.
7:30 am–4 pm
Saturday
8:30–10:30 am
%XFN·V+DUERU0DUNHW
326-8683
Mon.-Fri.
7 am–6 pm
Sat. & Sun.
8 am–6 pm
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The Grange
continued from page 3

My optimistic prediction is that if the
local Granges are willing to endure
some growing pains in order to adapt to
the changing face of the local farming
culture, they will survive and thrive. At
the same time, as Woodard wisely observes, newcomers will lose out if they
don’t slow down long enough to realize that the “old ways” are often good
ways that are too easily lost.
At its core, the Grange stands for
the notion that preserving the rural way
of life is basic and necessary. Today we
see a shift: many folks want to become
PRUHVHOIVXI¿FLHQWJURZWKHLURZQ

food, and buy locally. Many believe
that this shift also leads to more security and better health and nutrition—
EHQH¿WVZH¶YHVWUD\HGIURPGXULQJ
the age of industrialized agriculture.
Maybe these trends point toward a
more healthy future for the Grange as
well. With the resurgence of farming on
the Blue Hill peninsula and throughout
Maine, maybe the time is right for the
Grange to reclaim its leadership in rural
communities.
The Grange is open to everyone
and their events are always publicized
in the Weekly Packet and on Facebook.

Mim Black, a long time Grange member and now
active in the Surry Grange, loves to reminisce about
growing up on a farm. A few brief excerpts from one
of her poems, titled “Yesterday:”

City children don’t know milk comes from a cow,
And the best trampoline is the hay in a mow.
The smells of the barn, horses, cows, and chickens.
The smell of sweet hay and the barn cat’s kittens.
7KHVXPPHUVZHUH¿OOHGZLWKKD\LQJDQGVZLPPLQJ
5DNLQJWKHEHUULHVIRUWKHSLH¿OOLQJ
7KHFHOODULV¿OOHGZLWKORWVRIJRRGWKLQJV
We’re set up for winter, whatever it brings.”

Update on At Home
Downeast
Just in—Deb Turner has been named
the new program manager for At Home
Downeast (AHD). Deb comes with a
degree in medical social work (MSW)
and an MBA. She has lots of experience, most recently working at Blue
Hill Memorial Hospital and lots of enthusiasm, having recently attended the
national Village-to-Village Network annual meeting. The steering committee,
which has met every other Thursday
for two years to develop the structure
of the program, now hopes we will
soon be on our way to launching this
initiative. AHD Volunteer applications,
as well as membership applications,
can be obtained at the Town House. A
meeting for volunteers will be scheduled in January 2012 for education
and training. For questions, call Deb
Turner, 374-5852 or Joan MacCracken,
326-0916.
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Be sure to check out
ZZZEURRNVYLOOHPDLQHRUJ
for updates on town activities

The Brooksville Breeze originated as a newletter to increase community communication, thus supporting the mission of Brooksville Friends & Neighbors (BFN)
to strengthen and encourage local activities that promote health, both physical and
emotional. The Breeze welcomes your comments, suggestions and donations to
offset costs of printing and mailing. It is published four times a year.

Tell us who you are:
Brooksville Friends & Neighbors, P.O. Box 101, Brooksville, ME 04617

No matter how you celebrate,

Name
Address
City

State

Zip

Phone
E-mail

:HKRSH\RXHQMR\WKLVIUHHTXDUWHUO\QHZVOHWWHU6LQFHRXUSULQWLQJFRVWVKDYH
increased, we would appreciate any donation—$5, $10, $20 or more—toward
these expenses. Summer resident? You can receive The Breeze by e-mail for
\RXURIIVHDVRQHQMR\PHQW
We continue to welcome your comments and suggestions for articles:

May your holidays
be joyous!

